The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 20 August 2005

Friday evening Stanley and I decided to meet at Hardee's for breakfast Saturday morning.  Early Saturday (before sun-rise) I was charging all the battery packs.  The two 8 volt battery assemblies were okay.  The one 8-cell Icom battery pack is no longer missing its case (I found it!) and was taken with the rest. A laptop battery was prepared. It is 7.2 volts at 4500 mA! The 440 MHz remote is not going to be used.  All the stuff to take fit into one smaller box.  So that’s all that was put in the car.  

Saturday morning was warm and humid, but promised to get hotter.  Stanley, KD4ERF, Virginia and I met for breakfast at Hardee’s.  After eating, I followed Stanley, to a parking place under some trees near the Bogg's Subdivision Pond. Then we traveled in Stanley's vehicle to Park Drive and looked around the Pond. My, my, look at all the lovely hiding places. But the Fox can only be one in at time. So, on the southeast side between two trees, sitting down right next to the water sat the FOX.  This FOX consisted of the Icom IC-2AT, laptop battery, gain rubber duck and Fox controller.  It began barking with 1.5 Watts at 10:31 AM while being carried to resting place. Before placing the FOX the power was reduced to 300 milli-Watts and carefully set down at the water's edge vertically polarized.

GPS said: 37 degrees and 06.312 seconds N


     84 degrees and 06.313 seconds W


     1233 feet amsl

There are no chain link fences around the FOX but the water and pine trees proved to distort the signal emanating from the FOX and again frustrated the hunters.

The following was transcribed from the traffic on 146.610. 

Timeline:

10:31   Turned FOX on.


10:36
Set FOX down at water's edge.

10:56
Stanley and Jim, N4ICU, drove over to the Tractor Supply and saw Peter, KJ4ND walking around with the beams.


10:57
Scotty, W4EFG and Peter could barely hear it but it broke squelch on Jim's HT.

11:12
Peter headed south on 25, said he couldn't hear it at Lily

11:15
Peter asked if anyone else could hear the FOX.

11:20
Scotty, Stanley, Jim and Peter can't hear the FOX either.

11:21
Carl, K4QKS, reported a strong signal due north of his QTH.

11:24
Stephen, KG4LLB, reported the signal as SW from Marymount Hospital.

11:25   Scotty calls Peter.

11:26
Scotty calls Peter.

11:27
Scotty calls Stephen.

11:28
Scotty calls Peter.

11:31
Stephen calls Scotty, Scotty says it's really strong at the Country Club.

11:31
Scotty says it's full scale in Stan's driveway, he thought we would be there in the shade!

11:33
Scotty calls Peter, says we need your attenuator.

11:34
Scotty calls Peter again, says we need your attenuator.

11:36
Stanley calls Scotty, asks what location are you?

11:36
Stanley, Scotty, Pat, Stephen, Christy, KG4PIJ and Jim all met on Royal Drive on the hill above the pond.

11:48
Stephen and Christy are on the shore right on top of the FOX, see us, see the antenna (it was a monofilament fishing line, and floater stuck in the tree on our side of the pond) and start walking back around pond toward us.

11:51
Stephen and Christy are back on this side of the pond (across from the FOX).

11:58
Stephen is walking around looking up in the trees, why would he do that?

12:08
Stephen and Christy head back to the other side of the pond.

12:11
Stephen and Christy FIND the FOX!

12:14
Peter shows up and parks down the road by Stanley's vehicle.

12:21
Peter is getting closer and closer, drops beams, pulls out HT and takes off antenna.

12:22
Peter stoops down and Points to FOX (I thought he going to knock it over into the pond)!

12:25
After asking if anyone was still looking; FOX was turned off and brought back.

Well, we've been talking about chain-link fences and their effect on the RF signal.  No metal today, so what caused the problems?  It seems the pond, as a body of water, tended to refract the radio waves.  The signal was strongest around the edges of the water and the pine trees themselves also tended show a stronger signal.  The FOX antenna was less than a foot above the water line. Also, the pond had hills north (blocking to Tractor Supply) and south (blocking to Peter's and Scotty's homes).  

73 & GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, standing in the shade, N4ICU, Sweating Fox ………

